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Brexit and the future of EU-Russia relations
It is hard to imagine the EU without Britain. It is even harder to
make accurate predictions for what comes after an unprecedented event. Brexit, if and when it happens, will deliver a blow of historical proportions to European ambitions for deeper integration;
its implications for the EU will be far-reaching and overwhelmingly difficult to foresee. Therefore, any attempt for long-term calculations, economic or otherwise, should be taken with a pinch
of salt. Nevertheless, there are a few institutional features of a
Britain-less EU that could already be considered. For instance, it
is safe to assume that the 2019 elections for the European Parliament (EP) will not take place in the UK and hence the next EU
legislature will not contain any British Members of Parliament
(MEPs).
Expect the absence of 73 MEPs from the UK and across the political spectrum to upset the dynamics in the European Parliament1.
The groups of the European People’s Party (EPP) and the Socialists & Democrats (S&D), along with the Alliance of Liberals and
Democrats (ALDE), will be required to reach a new compromise
between them that will outline the mainstream, pro-European
bloc in the EP. Nevertheless, the likely breakdown of the European Conservatives and Reformists (ECR) and Europe of Freedom

A consensus is emerging in the transatlantic
community that the Kremlin’s manipulation of
information constitutes a real threat to EU security. Across Europe, far-right, populist and Euro-skeptic political parties are embracing Russia’s information campaigns. In the European
Parliament, Marine Le Pen’s Europe of Nations
and Freedom (ENF) is the main proponent of
pro-Kremlin narratives. The foreign policy platform of the Front National in France contains
explicit references to a strategic alliance with
the Kremlin and a pan-European Union that includes Russia. Following Brexit, Marine Le Pen
is describing the UK vote as a peoples’ rebellion that has signaled the beginning of the
end for the EU, much like the fall of the Berlin
Wall signaled the collapse of the Soviet Union.
Conceivably, in the aftermath of Brexit the absence of British Eurosceptic MEPs from the European Parliament may lead to the consolidation of the radical far-right under the banner of
the Front National. In turn, this means that the
EU may have a rather difficult time gathering
the necessary support to confront Russian assertiveness in the Eastern Neighbourhood.

and Direct Democracy (EFDD) – led by British Conservatives and
UKIP respectively – will affect even more profoundly the equilibrium in the far-right end of the EP.
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Russia. At this time, Marine Le Pen and Geert Wilders’ Europe of
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Russian information warfare and the European far-right

Anti-American and pro-Kremlin narratives in the FN’s
‘Politique Etrangère’

A series of relevant publications and parliamentary hearings
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indicates an emerging consensus in foreign policy circles

In terms of pro-Russian narratives and the spread of disinfor-
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mation, Marine Le Pen’s FN is operating within the same dis-

tion constitutes a threat to security, one that exploits the open-

course followed by far-right parties across Europe. One of the

ness of western liberal democracies and puts the national se-

major themes is that US economic and security interests are

curity of EU and NATO members at risk.

dominating Europe. For the French far-right, the entire transat-
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terial, which is spread through the use of social media (includ-
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ing trolling) and a network of state-sponsored media outlets .

component of the FN’s foreign policy platform. According to

However, Russian information warfare is far more sophisticat-

the FN’s ‘Politique Etrangère’, French leaders in the past have
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been ‘prisoners’ of an ‘internationalist ideology’, which is ‘uni-
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kov, Head of the Duma’s Foreign Affairs Committee, rejoiced
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as an act of revolt and the beginning of the ‘inevitable peoples’
spring’. More and more, Le Pen wrote, ‘the destiny of the Euro2
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pean Union resembles the destiny of the Soviet Union, which

Evidently, compared to the ECR and the EFDD, led by British

died from its own contradictions16. Elsewhere, in an interview

Conservatives and UKIP respectively, Marine Le Pen’s ENF

with Time Magazine, Le Pen compared the result of the UK
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lature will probably mean that the ENF will have an easier time

with Europe since the Cold War has failed, in order to instill on
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either the Polish Conservatives or Beppe Grillo’s Cinque Stelle

Couple this alarmist, Eurosceptic, rhetoric with the well-proven

(junior partners in ECR and EFDD respectively) will be able to
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stand on their own or to find common ground and challenge

and Le Pen’s vocal pro-Russian stance might

Le Pen’s momentum. It seems more likely that Le Pen will as-

seem as a foregone conclusion. Le Pen herself confirmed the

sume the leadership of a broader far-right bloc in the European

loan and did not shy away from admitting she was going to

Parliament after Brexit.

ask for more Russian money with which to fund her upcoming

The strengthening of the radical, far-right, bloc may be Brexit’s

presidential campaign . Yet the pro-Russian approach of the

unfortunate repercussion in the European Parliament. Not

FN hardly stops there: allegedly, key members of the French

only in terms of the increased access in EU funds that Le Pen

party develop and maintain pro-Kremlin networks of influence

will enjoy, but also in terms of the increased legitimacy that

and a complete media world ripe with Russian propaganda

the far-right, pro-Kremlin, narratives will seek to attain inside

and disinformation material .

the EU’s legislative chamber. A rather common hypothesis in
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the Brexit debate is that the loss of the UK’s soft and hard powWill the ENF lead a far-right bloc in the European Parlia-

er will result in diminished international influence for the EU.

ment after Brexit?

The far-right’s shifting gears in the European Parliament might
just prove this hypothesis – in which case, it is not impossible

The same pro-Russian themes and pieces of disinformation

to imagine that the EU will have an even more difficult time

have been echoing in the chambers of the European Parlia-

justifying a policy of confrontation with Russia in the Eastern

ment, where the FN is currently leading Europe of Nations and

Neighbourhood.

Freedom (ENF), a coalition of far-right parties that includes
four of the most influential far-right parties in Europe: the
Dutch PVV (led by Geert Wilders), the Lega Nord from Italy, the
Austrian FPO and the Flemish Vlaams Belang. Even before the
establishment of the ENF last November, MEPs belonging to
the FN and its allies were fierce opponents of US interference
in European matters and outspoken advocates for Europe’s
strategic alliance with Russia. A recurring group of MEPs active in the Committee on Foreign Affairs (including the French
Aymeric Chauprade who has been considered in the past as a
conspiracy theorist and a 9/11 denier22) has been disseminating pieces of Russian disinformation relating to the destruction of the MH17 flight, the EU’s alleged support of Nazis in
Ukraine and the citing of NATO aggression as the trigger of
Russian retaliation in Crimea23.
3
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