On 10 February, the IES and the IEEP jointly hosted an Environmental Policy Forum on ‘EU Climate Policy Post-Copenhagen’, with Artur Runge-Metzger, European Commission, delivering the key-note speech. The Policy Forum came on the occasion of the launch of the latest edited volume in the IES book series: The New Climate Policies of the European Union: Internal Legislation and Climate Diplomacy, edited by Sebastian Oberthür (IES) and Marc Pallemaerts (IEEP), with Claire Roche Kelly. The event was attended by about 50 individuals representing diverse interests in the climate issue, and was co-chaired by Sebastian Oberthür and Patrick ten Brink (IEEP). Below you will find a brief summary of the presentation and discussion.

Mr. Runge-Metzger structured his address to cover three main points. Firstly, he discussed the conference in Copenhagen in December (COP15). Secondly, he addressed issues of where to go next under the UNFCCC. Finally, he spoke on the future development of climate policy.

The COP 15 conference in Copenhagen was certainly well attended, with over 50,000 individuals registered and 100 plus countries attending, with 90 heads of state. These heads of state represented two-thirds of the global population and more than 80% of global GHG emissions. Even in the midst of a global economic crisis, climate change proved to be on the top of the policy agenda. However, heads of state expected to be able jet in and sign prepared documents – in which they were mistaken. 

Mr. Runge-Metzger explained how the end result, the “Copenhagen Accord”, was thrashed out line by line by a select group of heads of state from the US, China, Brazil, India and South Africa (among others) in stark contrast to the massed assembled ranks of dignitaries. Having heads of state negotiate in such a way was something “not seen since Potsdam, 1945” and perhaps prompted questions over the UN negotiation process in face of the realities of diplomacy and negotiation. 

The process was hampered by a variety of negotiation tactics; last minute agenda changing, stalling, walk outs, importune media addresses in addition to the disparity in negotiating etiquette. Chinese and Indian heads of state lack of understanding of their negotiating role and the lack of clear authority delegated to their negotiators was perhaps mirrored by Barack Obama, who was compromised by domestic bills stuck in the US legislative system. 
The EU has shown its willingness to lead from the front by committing USD30 billion for climate action purposes in developing countries. Overall, the Copenhagen Accord commits industrialised countries to give USD100 billion by 2020, though it is not clear where this money will come from. The EU confirmed its target of 20% reduction of GHG emissions by 2020 from 1990 levels, and was prepared to rise to 30% if other countries show sufficient ambition. Mr. Runge-Metzger stressed that the media reports of the EU being sidelined in the main negotiations were inaccurate. With heads of state from several Member States, and the Commission President present throughout the negotiations, the EU was involved in the entire process. However its role was one of mediator and broker and, in fact, the Accord well represents EU policy. 

Other fault lines appeared with small island nations, most at risk from climate change, as well as a group of nations unprepared to sign up to any agreement. As a result the Copenhagen Accord was simply “taken note” of by the COP plenary. 

Moving forward, the impression is that the majority of countries are willing to work together on climate change, with only a small minority wanting to block the UN process. As of 5 February, 94 parties had associated themselves with the Accord. The EU will continue to pursue a binding agreement to come in future negotiations, as well as ensuring progress on implementation and continued leadership in action and continued faith in the UN process.  

A lively question and answer and discussion session followed the presentation by Mr. Runge-Metzger, which raised several concerns for future policy. The EU will continue its role as a global leader in innovation. Initiatives, such as the Covenant of Mayors show that action is being taken at a more local level to decarbonise our societies. The new commission will place much emphasis in stimulating innovation and selling green technologies. 

Within the EU, transport is one sector that will require more focus. This is an area, along with housing, for example, that impacts on every citizen. These are complex and sensitive issues, but indications from Mr. Runge-Metzger show that the EU will not back away from developing more policy in these areas.

International negotiations will continue throughout 2010, with a meeting scheduled in Bonn in June 2010. For the EU to exert continued leadership, EU coherence and credibility remains an issue to resolve. New leadership positions, and the external action service, whose competences are yet to become clear, must be employed to win global partnerships. 
The forum closed on a note of optimism for the future. The EU was presented as a potential global model in combating climate change. Climate protection was highlighted as providing many innovative and economical opportunities.
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